Of The Attributes Of Authoritative Power
1.  One day in early October, Vadim received the following address from the Teacher:

2. “Do the supposing ones see that they possess eyes?  Can those who consider themselves intelligent thinkers see the truth?  What is the true merit of those — presumably concerned with the benefit of close-ones — who relentlessly turn their gaze away from the truth?  How much longer can they, who ostensibly hold positions of honorable leaders, relentlessly exhibit, century after century, a standard concern that is supposed to set a presumably correct direction to the welfare of those led, while at the same time they enthusiastically continue to walk together in circles, on a seemingly endless path of suffering?
3. So, those who strive to demonstrate, with ostentation, their presumably special seeing abilities, can they really see?  It has now become vitally necessary for everyone to realize that, in principle, no system of state government can — of those evolved in the course of many centuries — exist in harmonious accord with the True Principles of spiritual edification!
4. It is precisely upon these Principles alone, that the very essence of the human being can develop harmoniously, which means that the stability of development of any human society’s welfare depends primarily upon a proficient learning of such Principles.
5. The Principles of human nature’s spiritual development are universal for all people, in the same way that principles underlying the development of every phenomenon in the material world are universal.
6. It would be great foolishness to tend to approach the learning of principles of the material world solely traditionally, that is, in the same manner that the ancestors of one or another distinct nation approached it!

7. It would be identically great foolishness to approach in that same manner the learning of Principles that determine the adequate development of the person’s spiritual fiber and harmonious development of his psyche.
8. The fact that various nations have developed differing perspectives on spiritual values is only a boldly manifested result of them holding imprecise notions of Principles that are, in fact, universal for all people.

9. And since spiritual values are supposed to and do hold a special place in the person’s mind, it is only at the time of a particular and characteristic development of the individual himself, as well as that of the human society — when the person can free himself of the dogmatically instilled fear of exhibited non-traditional perspectives on spiritual values — that the favorable circumstances for an even closer approach to developing a more precise notion of spiritual Principles may arise.

10. A clever person comprehends well that the work tools, designated for use for peaceful and constructive purposes, can also be used, quite successfully, as destructive weapons, although formally they are not considered weapons.

11. However, it is, typically, divergent ways of thinking that are rushed to be labeled unequivocally as harmful, even though it is precisely thanks to these divergent ways of thinking that all progressive achievements in the human society’s development have taken place.

12. A state of alert and, as a rule, frequently thoughtless and categorical rejection of displayed non-traditional perspectives on spiritual values can lead to very dangerous consequences, because these attitudes fatally retard the necessary vigor of the spiritual edification of human nature, upon which directly depend not only the person’s welfare, but also one’s very survival in the natural world, in the womb of which Nature one happened to have been born.

13. The primary indication of one’s inadequate maturity, and of the absence of signs of normal mental activity, is the tendency to perceive with hostility anything new whatsoever, without applying sufficient effort for its objective comprehension.
14. The greatest danger in this regard is the tendency to reject, in the same manner, something that is supposed to be more perfect than what the rejecting one has.

15. This kind of ignorance has been exhibited without restraint, and still continues to be exhibited avidly, by the majority of members of the entire human society.  And that characterizes the primitive level of such society’s development.

16. As long as this kind of attitude toward the unfamiliar continues to be actively and widely exhibited by those holding key positions of state government, the development of a society with that quality of governance is fated to be exceedingly complicated.

17.   In the times, fateful to the development of the human society, this predicament will always lead to the greatest tragedies.
18. According to its most common definition, the term “authoritative power” means the ability to compel someone whosoever to apply particular efforts despite one’s own wishes and goals.  At the same time, this also implies the ability to punish those who do not wish to do what has been imposed.
19. The attributes characterizing the essence of the term “authoritative power” unequivocally contradict the True spiritual development!

20. In people’s minds, “government” and “authoritative power” register psychologically as one and the same.

21. However, true merits of proper governance should not be equated with such terms as “to force” or, worse, “to punish”.
22. In the historical period when human society began to establish itself, the government and authoritative power unavoidably began to intertwine closely, for entirely natural reasons of people’s exceedingly primitive perception of their surrounding reality.
23. The government had to organize many to proceed, to any possible extent, in a single direction, while authoritative power had to force to proceed those, who did not want to go in that direction, and to punish those who resisted, and interfered with the procession of others in the direction set by the ruler.

24. A hostile environment — which began to be formed by representatives of various societal formations, actively, and with varying degrees of persistence — had strengthened this intertwinement even further.  What resulted was the intertwinement of a constructive drive with a vicious one, because it is by virtue of the opportunity to govern that a constructive potential of a person may be actualized, while by virtue of authoritative power his vicious tendencies may evolve.
25. A style of governance that does not presume the presence of authoritative power will readily be embraced only by those who have a substantial constructive experience, and a corresponding aptitude.

26. Among the great many of those comprising one or another society, there will appear, as a rule, very few individuals ready to bear a heightened degree of responsibility in the absence of characteristic attributes of authoritative power.

27. The remaining majority – quite realistically aware of the inadequacy of their experience and skills – will, entirely reasonably, not display a vigor in striving to become a governor and organizer.
28. However, people do show readiness to pursue that which is implied by the authoritative power from a very early age, once they develop proper notions of particular delights that are associated with the term “authoritative power”.

29. The fruits of authoritative power may arouse the interest of only those, who still are spiritually immature, meaning those, who have not developed harmonious psyches.

30. Furthermore, every human society, owing to certain principles, consists of an overwhelming majority of precisely such spiritually immature people.
31. From this come the desire and need – massively displayed by many – to acquire at least some sort of authoritative power, even if insignificant, but still authoritative power.  Having acquired it, the spiritually immature person uses it rapturously.

32. Governmental rule – owing to distinct attributes that it is characterized by, which stand far from Principles of a person’s spiritual development – creates, entirely naturally, the favorable conditions for the successful blossoming of a union of governance and authoritative power.  In these circumstances a single term, “authoritative power”, is mainly used.

33. At their core, the so-called civilized contemporary societies are clearly separated into religious and secular parts.

34. Not much wit is required in order to see, in the same clear way, that active members of either side – employing the attributes characteristic of this – identically strive to acquire an increasingly greater authoritative power.

35. It is the acquisition of precisely this power that is supposed to give them, seemingly, the right to impose their opinion upon an increasingly greater number of remaining people, and to conform increasingly less to anyone else’s opinion, to the degree of their particular ascent.
36. In such circumstances, both sides offer the same rationalization, that with the help of authoritative power’s devices, they can, allegedly, save the witless ones to an even greater degree.
37. Such justification might be valid to some extent, only if coming from the secular part of human society, because secular authoritative power actually can substantially limit the viciously savage behavior many still easily give in to.  However, this power can only limit, but not eradicate this behavior entirely!

38. The success of government’s authoritative power depends entirely upon the vitality of the physical component of human nature.  It is for this reason that authoritative power is primarily concerned with preserving the maximal health of the physiological aspect of a human being.

39. However, in order to rid a person of one’s tendency toward viciously savage behavior entirely, what will be needed is apt activation of those values in a society, which have nothing to do with the elements, constituting the essence of authoritative power of the government.

40. From this comes the authoritative power’s inherent inaptness to fully manage – throughout the entire history of its function – the viciously savage behavior of many members of its own society.

41. Spiritual Truths are not directly aimed at sustaining the human physiology in the best possible state of health, although they are closely related to same.
42. However, it is solely through the application of these spiritual principles, that it is possible to neutralize the individual’s tendency for viciously savage behavior entirely.

43. This, at one time, provided a dictum that the spiritual Truth is the Light to all who continue to remain in darkness.

44. A spiritual Truth is not supposed to make a person’s abnormal way of living more noble, but rather, is intended to lead him away from that kind of life entirely!

45. And that is why it was designated as the Salvation of humankind!

46. At the same time, such expression as “state religion” is utter nonsense!

47. That is akin to the expression “dark light,” because the methods of state governance inevitably imply force and violence!

48. If any religious organization uses – in the management of its congregation – the methods characteristic of authoritative power, it bespeaks a substantial incongruence between such organization’s adepts’ aims and the direction defining the true and adequate spiritual development of human nature!

49. As long as humanity’s priorities continue to deviate from true spiritual values, a close association of authoritative power and governance can be, to a certain degree, justified.

50. However, such justification will be appropriate only when the consequences of that association will result in minimal harm, similarly to how that happens in lives of the animal kingdom’s species.

51. As long as a society’s governance incorporates and resembles features of authoritative power, such a society will inevitably exhibit herd-like tendencies, and will in no way prove itself an intelligently organized association.

52. For this reason, the representatives of authoritative power — rather correctly and appropriately — coined a term for the remaining people: the crowd.

53. The crowd needs a presence of authoritative power!

54. Authoritative power cannot exist without the crowd!

55. It is a closed circuit, in which one cannot exist without the other.

56. At the same time, this monolith system has absolutely no likelihood of attaining success and harmony.
57. Moreover, by virtue of Principles of harmony that govern the living world, such a system is fated for inevitable self-destruction.
58. Escape from the exceedingly dangerous predicament of human society’s life at present, within this social order, is possible only to the degree to which it successfully forms the normal mode of living.
59. And this, as can already be understood, will involve the development of values that will not sustain a mode of living represented by the dichotomy of “the crowd vs. authoritarian power”.
60. Spiritual values should occupy a place of primary importance in the society!
61. While this, for natural reasons, may initially appear as a national notion, it will soon and without difficulty evolve into a global concept, should this notion embody the most precise definitions of Truth.

62. In a society, it is highly imperative that the issues concerning spiritual values be open to everyone’s reflective review, while rejecting the primitive, categorical, and traditional religious prohibitions.

63. Normal spiritual edification of the individual would be of True kind, if based solely upon the freedom to choose one’s ideological priorities.

64. An individual cannot be saved, unless he has made his own choice to apply due effort toward salvation actively.

65. However, it is reasonably necessary to provide the opportunity for becoming familiar with objective information about various spiritual values available within a society.
66. Because this would hold the same benefit as what the following metaphor describes: while on a path that led to the presently difficult situation – characteristic of the chosen route – the truly wise ones will carefully observe all visible routes that diverge from their current path, and will not attempt to return to the roads already walked-upon and well familiar.
67. An imposition of any kind of ideology is entirely natural in the conditions characteristic of the state form of government.

68. However, when this kind of methodology besets the activities of any religious organization, it is an obvious sign of deficient regard for the principles of the Truth!

69. What’s good for darkness, is contrary to the Truth!

70. Let God have what belongs to God, and let Caesar have what belongs to Caesar!”
